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Working farms and agricultural properties often operate large 
machinery and conduct activities that can increase risks around 
transmission lines. Things like uneven ground and weather can also  
add to these risks. Understanding risks and planning ahead helps 
protect you, your property, workers, livestock and equipment. 

Key risks 
•	 Tall machinery coming too close or hitting  

overhead powerlines.

•	 Electrical induction (micro arcing) – this is when 
electricity ‘jumps’ from the powerline towards 
equipment and people. 

•	 Fire risk from machinery or vegetation too 
close to powerlines.

•	 Reduced ground clearances due to land 
changes – this means, machinery less than 
three metres tall (allowable height) can get too 
close to powerlines.

•	 Collision with transmission infrastructure during 
farming and agricultural activities.

Before farming
Contact us before carrying out agricultural 
activities near transmission assets, including:

•	 installing irrigation systems

•	 building stockyards, silos or sheds

•	 constructing fences (especially metallic)

•	 undertaking significant earthworks

We’ll work with you to ensure your activities  
are safe and compliant.

Why this matters
Farming activities are dynamic and often 
involve large, mobile equipment. Conditions 
such as uneven ground, weather and machinery 
height can quickly change safe clearances and  
increase risk.

Planning ahead helps protect people on your 
property, as well as your livestock, machinery, 
and infrastructure, while also safeguarding  
the electricity network.
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Vehicles and machinery

•	 Lower augers, booms, spray arms and raised loads 
when working near powerlines.

•	 Keep a safe distance between machinery and 
powerlines at all times.

•	 Be aware of where towers and powerlines are when 
moving plant and machinery around your property.

•	 Check clearance heights before moving large 
equipment or loads under powerlines.

•	 Make sure you only use machinery less than three 
metres tall under powerlines. If you need to use 
machinery taller than three metres, email us at  
ptw@ausnetservices.com.au first.

•	 Don’t assume clearance is safe without  
checking first.

 
 Irrigation and farming infrastructure

•	 When you’re planning irrigation systems  
(e.g. centre pivots, pipes, spray lines) make sure 
there’s safe clearance distance from towers  
and powerlines. Don’t install systems that can  
move or rotate into powerlines.

•	 Contact us before installing irrigation, tanks or  
fixed equipment (such as cattle cushes or hay 
shelters) near easements.

•	 Make sure any metal infrastructure is appropriately 
earthed where required. Contact us for a safety 
assessment before placing or using any large  
metal equipment under powerlines.

  
Livestock and fencing

•	 Make sure any metallic fences near or on easements 
are properly earthed. Fences, gates and troughs 
that are not properly earthed can conduct 
electricity in certain conditions.

•	 Monitor livestock behaviour around towers and 
fences. Livestock too close to towers or powerlines 
can be injured by voltage shocks or induction 
(electricity arcs).

 
 Land management and vegetation

•	 Make sure trees and other vegetation are  
planted a safe distance away from transmission 
towers ad powerlines. Consider the potential  
mature heights before planting trees and 
windbreaks near powerlines.

•	 Manage crop heights where relevant to maintain 
safe distance from towers and powerlines.

•	 Stockpiling hay, grain or soil under powerlines  
is a fire risk.

  
Earthworks and ground level changes

Changes in ground level can reduce the safe clearance 
distance between the ground and powerlines.

Contact us before:
•	 levelling land
•	 building up soil or materials
•	 constructing yards, pads or access tracks.

What you can do to stay safe

Stay connected
Please scan the QR code 
to update or submit your 
contact details to help 
us stay connected and 
communicate with you 
about activities relevant  
to your property.

More information
Phone: 1300 360 795

Email:  
transmissionprojects@ausnetservices.com.au

Website: ausnet.com.au/transmission

Faults and 
emergencies
13 17 99

Safety during a fault
If you see a damaged transmission tower, fallen 
powerlines or anything unusual, stay at least 10 metres 
away and report it immediately. 

During an electrical fault, electricity can enter the ground 
around a transmission tower, creating dangerous voltage 
levels. Keep yourself, others and livestock at least 10 
metres from the tower, and do not touch nearby fences, 
gates, sheds or vehicles, as electricity can transfer 
through them and cause serious injury or death.
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