
Staying safe around 
transmission lines

Safety first
Keep away from all powerlines and towers. They 
could still be live even if they are damaged from 
storms or fallen trees. Most transmission powerlines 
have between 220,000 and 500,000 volts flowing 
through them. Volts as low as 240 volts can cause 
serious injury or be fatal.

Avoid using or storing flammable or explosive 
materials near towers and powerlines – being  
close to high voltage can cause them to  
explode or become alight.

Why safe clearance  
distances can change
High voltage powerlines must have safe clearances 
(distances) from people, machinery, structures, 
vegetation and the ground.

There are minimum mandatory clearance distances  
that vary depending on the powerline’s voltage.  
These distances allow powerlines to safely move in 
different weather conditions without coming into 
contact with anything. For example, powerlines can:

•	 hang lower in hot weather – heat causes 
powerlines to expand and get heavier

•	 sway sideways in strong winds

•	 be damaged or fall in extreme weather events.
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Before you start work
Transmission easements have safety rules to 
help protect people and the electricity network. 
For more information, download our Living with 
easements guide at ausnet.com.au/easements

Contact us for a safety assessment or Permit to 
Work before starting any works near a transmission 
easement, powerlines or towers, including:

•	 building or extending structures
•	 changing ground levels or doing earthworks
•	 installing tanks, solar, irrigation or fencing 

near powerlines.

For a safety assessment or to apply for a  
Permit to Work:

•	 email ptw@ausnetservices.com.au
•	 call 1300 360 795.

For more information about working safely with  
overhead powerlines, visit:

•	 www.energysafe.vic.gov.au
•	 www.worksafe.vic.gov.au

Things on your property that  
can reduce safe clearances
These include:  

•	 Building or extending sheds, yards or other structures 
too close to a tower base or powerline.

•	 Raising ground levels or stockpiling soil near towers 
or underneath powerlines.

•	 Planting tall vegetation or vegetation that will grow 
too close to powerlines.

•	 Operating machinery or irrigation equipment near 
powerlines. To be safe, any vehicle or machinery  
you use under powerlines should not be taller than  
3 metres in height.

Doing any of these activities close to powerlines 
increases the risk of electric shock, sparks and bushfires.

We design, operate and maintain 
the Victorian transmission network 
to strict safety standards. 
Understanding the risks can 
protect you, your family, livestock, 
equipment and property.
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Activity Is this allowed? 

Park passenger  
vehicles 

May be allowed on some 
easements. Contact us first.

Park large trucks  
or caravans 

No due to induction risk.

Load or unload  
large trucks 

No due to induction risk.

Fuel or repair vehicles No due to induction risk.

  Fencing and structures 

Activity Is this allowed? 

Non-metallic fences  
up to three metres 

Yes. 

Metallic fences May be allowed on some 
easements. Contact us first.

House, large structures 
or scaffolding

No. Risks include:

•	 reduced safe clearance 
distance

•	 electrical induction.

Domestic garages, 
carports or sheds 

May be allowed on some 
easements. Contact us first.

  Recreation

Activity Is this allowed? 

Playground  
equipment less than  
one metre tall

Yes.

Swimming pools No. Risks include:

•	 electrical induction

•	 fallen lines.
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Stay connected
Please scan the QR code 
to update or submit your 
contact details to help 
us stay connected and 
communicate with you 
about activities relevant  
to your property.

More information
Phone: 1300 360 795

Email:  
transmissionprojects@ausnetservices.com.au

Website: ausnet.com.au/transmission

Contact details for our  
Land Management Group
Email: lmg@ausnetservices.com.au

Phone: 1300 360 795

Some farming activities may be restricted near 
transmission lines. To avoid delays or safety risks, 
contact us for guidance before planning any work.

Safety on transmission easements

Faults and 
emergencies
13 17 99

  Vehicles and parking 

Safety during a fault
If you see a damaged transmission tower, fallen 
powerlines or anything unusual, stay at least 10 metres 
away and report it immediately. 

During an electrical fault, electricity can enter the ground 
around a transmission tower, creating dangerous voltage 
levels. Keep yourself, others and livestock at least 10 
metres from the tower, and do not touch nearby fences, 
gates, sheds or vehicles, as electricity can transfer 
through them and cause serious injury or death.
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