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EXAMPLE:

$0.04 MJ/h

EXAMPLE:

20MJ/h

Step 1. Find your rates 
Look for your ‘Usage’ rate, this might be called ‘general 
usage’ or ‘single rate’ or something similar. If your bill lists 
different ‘Steps’ for usage this means that you’re charged 
different amounts per set amount of gas. For this calculation 
just use the rate for ‘Step 1’ on the bill: that’s your starting 
cost. You can then repeat with the rates for steps 2 and 3 
later. The MJ/h are shown in cents. 

Example: on this bill its 4 cents per megajoule. 

Step 2. Find your heater's 
energy consumption
Look for a sticker on the unit that shows the megajoules 
per hour (MJ/h). For gas ducted heating, the sticker can 
sometimes be on the control panel or on the unit itself. If you 
can’t find the sticker look up the heating model online for the 
“gas input values”.

Example: this gas heater uses 20MJ/h.

Step 3. Do the calculation
Multiply your usage rate, the number from your bill, by your 
heater's MJ/h energy consumption. If you have stepped gas 
rates don’t forget to do this calculation again with the 
different figures to get a better idea of costs.

Example: the gas usage rate on this bill is 4 cents per MJ/h 
and this gas heater uses 20 MJ/h. 4 cents x 20 = 80 cents. 
The gas heater costs 80 cents per hour. 
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EXAMPLE:

$0.8020

You can use these calculations for any gas appliance in your house. When you know the hourly cost, you can compare 
heaters, choose cheaper settings and control your energy use. Stay warm and stay in control of your spending.

What does it cost to have your 
gas heater on?
Avoid bill shock. Calculate your hourly heating costs in just three steps.
Usage rates vary depending on the energy plan with your retailer. This guide calculates the usage cost of your heating 
and does not include the daily supply charge, which is a set cost per day to supply gas to your property.


