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A quick guide to
gas-to-electric
changes in Victoria

Victoria is moving away from fossil gas to reduce emissions and improve
energy efficiency in homes. The new Building Electrification Regulations
have been finalised and will come into effect from 1 January 2027.

These new rules will change how gas is used, especially when you build a new home
or replace some appliances like hot water systems.

The table below shows key dates, what is changing and where exceptions apply.

Date New regulations Exceptions
1Jan 2027 All new homes and most new + Existing gas cooking, gas heating and barbeques.
commercial buildings must be . |nqustrial, manufacturing and agricultural buildings.
built all electric. - . .
+ Existing commercial buildings.
1Mar 2027 Gas hot water heating + Not enough space to install an electric hot water system.

appliances (including pool
heaters) in existing residential
buildings to be replaced with
electric alternatives when
they reach end-of-life.

+ Replacing it requires upgrades to a switchboard or local network.
- Centralised hot water system (bulk hot water) in an apartment

(Class 2 building).

+ Alaw prohibits it (e.g. because of a heritage overlay).
+ It requires upgrading the electrical network to a ‘negotiated

connection.’

- Current gas hot water doesn't need electricity (e.g. storage

system with pilot light). Can replace with same type of system.

+ Disconnecting and reconnecting a gas appliance within a

short time (e.g. during renovations).

+ Contract signed to install gas appliance before 1 January

2027. Complete installation or replacement by 1 March 2027.

+ Building permit issued before 1 January 2027or the building

surveyor confirms building design underway before the
regulations began on 1January 2027.

For rental properties:

If a hot water or heating
appliance stops working

and can't be repaired, it must
be replaced with an electric
heat pump water heater or
efficient reverse cycle AC in
main living area. New rental
leases must have energy-
efficient cooling in living area.

+ No requirement to upgrade stovetop gas cooking to electric
+ If evaporative cooling is already installed it meets the standard.
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