
Connecting a community battery  
to the AusNet network 
Preliminary assessment form
Completing this preliminary assessment form is the first step towards connecting a community battery to the 
AusNet network.  A required step in our connection process, this form will help provide us with the information  
to advise you on the connection pathway for your battery - one that supports your battery objectives. 

Please complete this form and email it to: communitybatteries@ausnetservices.com.au

If you have any questions about how to complete this form contact us via the above email address. 

Applicant details

First name 

Email

Organisation

Phone  

ABN/ACN

Street address

Town/City Postcode State

Surname 

Your role

What is your organisation’s role in this project? (tick all that apply)

Battery owner

Site owner

Advisor/consultancy

Battery operator 

Other (please specify) 

mailto:communitybatteries%40ausnetservices.com.au?subject=


Battery details 

Invoicing 

Will your organisation pay the invoice for the preliminary assessment?

Yes No

If no, provide details below of the organisation responsible for paying the invoice for the preliminary assessment:

Organisation ABN/ACN

Email Phone  

Contact first name Contact surname 

What is the proposed location for the battery?

Street address

Town/City Postcode State

What is the proposed maximum power output of the battery? 

kW

What is the battery storage capacity of the system?

kWh

What are the proposed maximum exports?

kW

What is the make and model of the battery system? (optional)

Are the inverters used in this installation compliant to the latest AS4777 Standard?

Yes No Unsure

Will be battery be located behind-the-meter on an existing premises or in-front-of-the-meter*?

Behind-the-meter Front-of-meter Unsure

*Front-of-meter batteries refers to batteries that are connected directly to the low voltage  
network between the distribution substation and properties served by that substation.  
Read our factsheet about behind-the-meter and front-of-meter batteries to learn more.  

https://www.ausnetservices.com.au/-/media/project/ausnet/corporate-website/files/about/community/community-batteries/factsheets/front-of-meter-and-behind-the-meter-community-batteries.pdf


Behind-the-meter batteries only

Is your organisation responsible for paying the electricity bill for this NMI?

If you are planning to connect a behind-the-meter battery, please provide us with the National Meter Identifier,  
or NMI.  (This is the unique 10- or 11-digit number assigned to your electricity connection point and starts with a 6. 
You can find the NMI on the electricity bill). 

Yes No

If no, please provide name and contact details of the primary account holder for the NMI.

Email Phone  

Contact first name Contact surname 

Organisation

 National Meter Identifier, or NMI

ABN/ACN

Will the battery be part of an embedded network?

Yes No

Concept drawings

•	 For a behind-the-meter battery, we recommend you provide a concept drawing for the battery set up (optional) 
and submit it with this form. 

•	 For a front-of-meter battery, a concept drawing is not required.

What are your battery objectives? 

What are the objectives of your community/neighbourhood battery project? (tick all that apply)

To provide back-up power during unplanned outages

To provide network support services 

To store excess solar on the local network and provide it to local households during the evening peak

To generate revenue from wholesale electricity market / FCAS market

Other (please specify) 

To help transition our community to net zero emissions



Timeframe

Do you have a timeframe by when your community battery connection must be completed?  

Yes No

If yes, please specify

Comments

Please provide any further information you would like us to know about your community battery project.  

Fees 

•	 Your organisation will be sent an invoice which must be paid before the assessment can start. The invoice is for 
the preliminary assessment fee (Preliminary Fee), which covers a 30-minute remote meeting with a connection 
consultant.  In exchange for the Preliminary Fee, you will receive:

	– an estimated connection cost range and timeframe

	– an outline of technical requirements for the battery to operate safely on our network

	– an outline of the total allowable battery inverter capacity (kW) and exports

	– any applicable restrictions on when the battery can import and export electricity to the grid.

•	 Please note that the Preliminary Fee excludes the following services:

	– on-site assessments or inspections

	– physical connection works or construction activities

	– detailed engineering design or modelling 

	– network augmentation or upgrade works. 

•	 Any actual connection works or services will be subject to a separate connection agreement.

Funding (optional)

Do you have funding in place for this project?

Yes No

If not, are you intending to apply for government grant funding?

Yes No



Limitation of Liability

Authorisation

By submitting this form to AusNet, you acknowledge and represent that:

You are authorised and have consent of any relevant third party to request a preliminary 
assessment for the proposed community battery.

You understand that AusNet is collecting and handling information generated from this form in 
accordance with AusNet’s Privacy Policy, a copy of our policy is available on our website

The information provided in this form is true and correct. Please note that if any incorrect or incomplete 
information is submitted, any advice provided by the connection consultant and the preliminary 
assessment outcome may be unsuitable or inaccurate, including any estimated costs of connection. 

Signature Date

•	 To the maximum extent permitted by law, each party’s total liability arising out of or in connection with the 
preliminary assessment, whether in contract, tort (including negligence), statute or otherwise, is limited to the 
Preliminary Fee.   

•	 Each party will not be liable for any indirect, incidental, special or consequential loss or damage, including loss of 
opportunity, revenue or anticipated savings, arising from or in connection with the preliminary assessment.

Timeframe

•	 AusNet will provide the preliminary assessment outcome within 45 calendar days of receiving full 
payment of the Preliminary Fee and completion of the consultation. 

•	 The preliminary assessment outcome, including estimated costs and technical advice,  
will be valid for 30 days from the date of issue. 

https://www.ausnetservices.com.au/privacy
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